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ACT Police will have the ability to fight organised crime with a range of new and modern surveillance devices 
under the ACT Government's Crimes (Surveillance Devices) Bill, that was introduced into the Legislative 
Assembly today, by Attorney General, Simon Corbell. 


"The Bill will allow police to use data surveillance devices, listening devices, optical surveillance devices, and 
tracking devices which will all significantly increase the ability of police to fight organised criminal groups that 
work covertly," Mr Corbell said. 


"The Government has also today introduced a series of new police powers to fight organised crime in the 
Serious and Organised Crimes Bill creating the offences of affray, participating in a criminal group, and 
recruiting persons to participate in criminal activity. 


"This new raft of police powers shows the ACT Government is serious about fighting organised crime in an 
appropriate and proportionate way." 


Police will be able to apply for a warrant for a surveillance device so that they can gain evidence and 
intelligence about criminal behaviour, however, applications must satisfy a strict set of criteria. 


"The Government has had due consideration for human rights concerns, most particularly the right to privacy," 
Mr Corbell said. 


"The Bill includes a number of important safeguards and accountability measures to ensure the use of 
surveillance devices is restrained and not abused." 


This Bill is the third piece of legislation that the Government has introduced into the Legislative Assembly to give 
effect to the Cross Border Investigative Powers for Law Enforcement model legislation. The proposed legislation 
will work in synergy with the Government's controlled operations law that the Assembly passed in 2008, and the 
Government's assumed identities law that was passed by the Assembly last year. 


"ACT Policing will also be able to work with other jurisdictions with similar legislation, targeting organised crime 
that moves between States and Territories," Mr Corbell said. 
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Feedback 
We welcome your comments about the services provided by the ACT Government. Your comments will help us 
give you the service you want - the way you want it. Please use the Feedback form to send comments on the 
services we provide or any enquiry you may have. 


You can unsubscribe from this newsletter at any time. Please use the unsubscribe page to remove yourself from 
these lists. 



mailto:patrick.cronan@act.gov.au

http://www.contact.act.gov.au/feedback

http://www.chiefminister.act.gov.au/subscribe.php?modify=true



